WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Sunday, July 5, 2026 |On Demand on YouTube|10a

|
)

N 72

I

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Preparation for Worship

A Prayer for Responsible Citizenship
Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the leaders of our land, that we
may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of
the earth. Help us elect trustworthy leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the
general welfare, and thus serve you faithfully in our generation, to the honor of
your holy name; through Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

Book of Common Worship (WJK, 2018)

Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word
Welcome and Announcements
Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Prelude Prelude on Two American Folk Hymns Callahan

* Call to Worship Psalm 96
Leader: O sing to the Lord a new song;
People: sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Leader:  Declare God’s glory among the nations;
People: tell all the people of God’s marvelous works.
Leader:  Say among the nations: The Lord is sovereign!
People: God will judge the peoples with equity.
All: Let us worship God!

* Hymn 327

* Prayer of Confession

Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices and desires
of our own hearts
and we have offended against your holy laws.
We have left undone
those things which we ought to have done
and we have done those things
which we ought not to have done.
There is no health in us.
O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Spare all who confess their faults
and restore those who are penitent
according to the promises of Jesus Christ.
Grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
may we live a righteous life that points to him
and gives you all glory. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon
Leader:  Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

* Gloria Patri, Hymn 581 GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

"Psalm 117: From All that Dwell Below the Skies" Lasst UNs ERFREUEN

* Hymn 341

Hearing God’s Word
Prayer for lllumination
Old Testament Scripture, Psalm 67 p. 460
New Testament Scripture, Matthew 5:13-16 p.786

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon "For the Glory of God"

Responding to God’s Word
* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Offering
Offertory This Is My Song (Hymn 340) FINLANDIA

* Doxology Hymn 606 OLb HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God,
all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication

Psalm 67:"O God, Show Mercy to Us" THAXTED

* Charge and Benediction

* Postlude

Variations on "America" Wesley

*All who are able may stand

Leading Worship this Morning

Mary Kathleen Duncan, preaching
Nick Carson, liturgist
Rosemary Hughes, scripture reader

Rosemary Hughes, Kathi Hurst, Marlon Hurst, Todd Monsell, quartet

George Howell, head usher

Clay Smoak, Mason Donlan, Blake Hoffman,

Denise Broderick, Mary Gentry, greeters

Manning Dailey, acolyte

WORSHIP NOTES
NURSERY

Childcare is available for infants
through 4K. Our nurturing staff of
experienced caregivers and parent
volunteers offers a welcoming
environment for children. The
Nursery is located on the mezzanine
level. The entrance is at Westminster
Drive, at the columbarium or near
the Westminster Weekday School
offices. The Family Lounge, located
down the stairs from the front office
and straight down the hallway on
the right, is available for any child
caregiver and includes worship
livestream, comfortable seating, and
a changing table.

WORSHIP BAGs

Each Sunday we offer worship
bags in the Atrium for children. The
worship bags are designed to include
reusable items that engage children
in open ended play during worship.
While children attend worship with
their families, they can participate in
worship and play to make meaning
in faith. Please returmn the zipper bag
and its contents each Sunday.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH

We will not have Children's Church
from June 7-July 26. We will begin
having Children's Church again on
Sunday, August 2.

CONNECT WITH WESTMINSTER

Looking for ways to be involved?
Please complete a Connection Card
from the Ritual of Friendship pad and
placeitin the offering plate to express
interest or sign up for an opportunity.

CHORAL AND VOCAL TEXTS

Choral and vocal texts for worship
services may be found via the
Harbinger Hub QR code.

Today's Prayer of Confession is
adapted from the 1662 Church of
England’s Book of Common Prayer
that George Washington would have
used in the year 1776.

A GENTLE REMINDER

Summer is an opportunity for
vacations, the beach, and time with
family and friends. But even when we
are away, the church remains active
with our children and youth ministries
going strong, the weekday school
running throughout the summer,
and numerous outside groups using
our facilities. In addition, our mission
partners depend on us all year long.
If possible, we ask you to keep your
giving up to date. Thank you for your
generosity and faithfulness to God's
work at Westminster.

BiNGO NIGHT - WEDNESDAY, JULY 29

WPC Kids presents its 3rd annual
Bingo Nightl On Wednesday, July 29,
from 6-7:30p in the Fellowship Hall,
all are invited - children, families, and
children at heart - to a fun night of
games, food, and prizes. A hotdog
supper will be served. There is no
cost, but please sign up using the
Harbinger Hub link before Sunday,
July 26.

HARBINGER HUB:
ALL THE LINKS FROM TODAY'’S
HARBINGER IN ONE PLACE.

Scan the QR code to explore
and engage with this week’s
bulletin.  You'll find links to
events, registrations, ministries,
and opportunities to grow and
connect within Westminster.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
IT's ELEMENTARY!

WPC's weekly after-school faith
formation program, It's Elementary,
begins in September. Each
Wednesday afternoon from 2:15-
4:30p, children in grades 1st-5th will
grow in their faith, deepen their Bible
knowledge, experience worship, and
participate in withess and service
learming. Volunteers are at the heart
of It's Elementaryl No teaching
required - just helping hands,
listening ears, and a joy for children.
We are in need of volunteers who are
able to donate their time each week
or every other week to this special
program. Sign up to volunteer in the
Harbinger Hub.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY TOoy DRIVE
FOR THE MAGI MARKET

Help stock the market in our first ever
Christmas in July Toy Drive. Shop
locally at The Elephant’s Trunk and
receive a 20% discount on toys for
the Magi Market. Stop by the store
anytime they are open and ask for
Magi Market Shopping Guide for our
toy wish list. Unwrapped toys can be
brought to the church office or left at
the store and we will pick up. We are
so grateful for your support getting
the Market stocked early! Visit the
Harbinger Hub to learn more about
the Magi Market.

*WOMEN OF WESTMINSTER are invited
to Sip & Shop on Wednesday,
July 15 at 5:30p.

WESTMINSTER Book CLUB

The Westminster Book Club will not
meet in July. Our next meeting will
be Tuesday, August 4, (6:30p) and
the book reviewed will be In Love:
A Memoir of Love and Loss by Amy
Bloom. Kathryn Algary will lead
the discussion. All are welcome to
attend!

Rescheduled
HERITAGE LECTURE
Dr. Yolanda Pierce
Sunday, August 9
Education Lecture at 9a
Preaching Hour 10a

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS

We are offering free blood pressure
screenings once a month. Screenings
will take place this Sunday, July 5, in
the Friendship Court following the
10a worship service. If you have any
guestions or if you are a healthcare
professional and would like to
help, please contact Tim Miller at
tmiller470@gmail.com.

LUNCHEON GROUP

The Luncheon Group will meet
Wednesday, July 15, at 12:30p In
Room 212. Leader: Mary Ann Cox
(Imaryanncox@gmail.com).

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GIVING CARDS

We acknowledge that faithful giving
may be offered to Westminster
Presbyterian Church in a variety of
ways. If you give electronically or
by other means, please feel free
to place an Acknowledgement of
Giving card—found in the Ritual of
Friendship—in the offering plate as a
sign of your worship and offering to
God.

LITTLE FREE PANTRY

You may have noticed the Little
Free Pantry on our campus near the
entrance to the gym parking lot.
Since the fall, WPCYG families have
been stocking it each Thursday.
This summer, we would like to open
that opportunity to the whole
congregation of WPC. Anyone is
welcome to add items to the pantry
at any time. Needed items include
shelf stable items such as pasta,
canned fruit, canned vegetables,
beans, canned tuna or chicken,
cereal, protein bars, etc. This LFP has
been very utilized by our community
since being installed and we want to
continue the momentum.

ACOLYTE TRAINING — JULY 12

Have you ever wondered what it
means to serve as an acolyte? Join us
for Acolyte Training on Sunday, July
12thl This training is open to all rising
3rd-5th grade students who would
like to learn more about serving in
worship. Participants will learn how
to carry the cross and torches, assist
during worship services,and help lead
our congregation with confidence
and reverence. Whether you're brand
new or would like a refresher, this
training is a great opportunity to
prepare for the upcoming year.

Sunday, July 12 at 11:15a
(directly following the 10a worship)
WPC Sanctuary

We look forward to serving alongside
youl For questions orto sign up, please
contact Hunter Smith at hsmith@
wpc-online.org.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 5-12,2026

Sunday, July 5
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
9:40a  Weekly Session Meeting
10:00 Worship Service
11:00 Donut Reception

Monday, July 6
10:00a  Weekly Staff Meeting
4:30p  Game Group

8:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday, July 7
12:00p  Al-Anon

Thursday, July 9

8:00p  Narcotics Anonymous

Sunday, July 12
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
9:40a  Weekly Session Meeting
10:00 Worship Service
11:00 Donut Reception
Acolyte Training

Montreat Meeting

Our Vision:
Open minds open hearts.

Our Pillars:
Hospitality
Generosity

Justice

Imagination

Joy

Our Goals:
Connect
Serve
Grow

the
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From the Pews, Lindsey Donlan

Psalm 67 begins with a prayer: "May God be gracious to us and bless us and
make his face shine upon us, so that your ways may be known on earth, your
salvation among all nations.”

Those words feel familiar because they echo many of our own prayers. We
pray for God’s blessing, guidance, healing, strength, comfort, and peace. We ask
him to shine his face upon those we love. And throughout our lives, God answers
those prayers in countless ways. We experience his blessings through family and
friends, opportunities and accomplishments, moments of joy, and even through
his faithful presence during seasons of struggle and uncertainty.

But Psalm 67 reminds us that God's blessings are never meant to stop with us.

The psalm reveals they are given for a greater purpose: God blesses us so that
his ways may be known on earth and his salvation shared among all people.
God's light shines on us so that it can shine through us. The grace we receive
becomes the grace we extend. The love we experience becomes the love we share.
The hope we find in Christ becomes the hope we offer to others.

This verse challenges us to consider how we reflect God's light each day—
through our words, actions, attitudes, generosity, and compassion. Every day
we are given opportunities. Sometimes letting our light shine involves a large
act of service, however, it is often found in small, everyday moments of kindness,
patience, and love. A kind word to a neighbor, a helping hand to someone in
need, an act of forgiveness, or simply offering encouragement when someone
feels alone. These small acts become powerful reflections of God’s love.

As a church family, Westminster shines God's light through worship, mission,
outreach, hospitality, and service. We reflect God’s love to our community and
beyond. Each act of faithfulness helps point others toward God.

Psalm 67 reminds me of the childhood song This little light of mine, I'm going
to let it shine. As a child, I sang those words with joy: "Hide it under a bushel?
No! I'm going to let it shine!" As an adult, I understand its meaning more deeply.
The light we carry is not our own. It is the light of Christ shining through each
one of us.

May we allow his light to shine brightly in our lives. And may we carry that
light into the world, joyfully proclaiming through our words and actions so that
others may see his love and be drawn to him.
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327 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
(Psalm 117)
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Because Psalm 117 contains only two verses, Watts’s paraphrase had only two stanzas. Most later hymnals
have created or borrowed additional stanzas, like the one included here, to enlarge the hymn. Perhaps the
best solution is found by adding Alleluias, as this tune invites.

TEXT: Stanzas 1, 3, Isaac Watts, 1719; stanza 2, A Pocket Hymn Book, 1781
MUSIC: Geistliche Kirchengesing, 1623, alt.; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

LASST UNS ERFREUEN
LM with alleluias
(this tune in a lower key, 10)
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Praise God, All You Nations 328

Da n’ase
(Psalm 117)
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Praise God, all you na - tions. Peo-ple of God, sing praise!
Da na -sel Da na - sel Da On-ya-me a - sel

This paraphrase of Psalm 117 comes from Ghana and was originally created in the Twi language.
Paradoxically, this shortest of all psalms is universal in scope, which makes it especially appropriate to
sing in the words and music of people from another part of the world.

TEXT: Psalm 117; para. Presbyterian Committee on Congregational Song, 2011 DA N’ASE
MUSIC: Ghanaian melody; arr. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011 6.6.6.6.10.6.6
Music Arr. © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak
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34T O God, Show Mercy to Us

(Psalm 67)
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As this paraphrase shows, Psalm 67 combines many themes: a communal prayer for blessing, a prayer for
all people to acknowledge God, and thanksgiving for a bountiful harvest. In Jewish practice it was recited
at the end of every Sabbath, a reminder of God's universal sovereignty.

TEXT: The New Metrical Version of the Psalms, 1909, alt. THAXTED
MUSIC: Gustav Holst, 1918; harm. composite 13.13.13.13.13.13
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