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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Preparation for Worship

“Poverty is an elusive thing, and a paradoxical one. We need always to be thinking
and writing about it, for if we are not among its victims its reality fades from us.
We must talk about poverty because people insulated by their own comfort lose
sight of it.”

Dorothy Day

Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word

Welcome and Announcements
Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Prelude Prelude and Fugue in F Major J.S.Bach
* Call to Worship Proverbs 22:2, 31:8-9

Leader: The rich and the poor have this in common:
People: The Lord is the maker of them all.
Leader: Speak out for those who cannot speak.

People: Speak out, judge righteously,
defend the rights of the poor and needy.
All: Let us worship God!

* Hymn 41 "O Worship the King, All Glorious Above" LyoNs

* Prayer of Confession

Almighty God,
we confess that we create categories for our neighbors,
and our instinct is to box them in.

We choose to view others as rich or poor, helpful or helpless,
like us or unlike us, friend or foe.

More often than not,
we fail to see the stranger as your beloved child,
and refuse to recognize what all of us hold in common.

Forgive us, gracious God.

Remind us anew of the kingdom to which we belong,
and the Christ we are called to follow.

Make our hearts more hospitable, our hands more generous,
and our faith more courageous,
so that possessions woultf lose their power over us,
and all would know your love.

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon
Leader:  Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

* Gloria Patri, Hymn 581 GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

Children in K5 - first grade are invited to leave for Children’s Church.

Hearing God’s Word
Prayer for lllumination
First Scripture Lesson, Luke 6:20-26 p.838
Psalter, Hymn 763 THE CRY OF THE PooRr
Psalm 82:"The Lord Hears the Cry of the Poor"
Please sing the refrain as invited.

Second Scripture Lesson, Mark 12:41-44 p. 825

Leader: The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon "What About People in Poverty?"

Responding to God’s Word
* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Offering

Offertory Great Is Thy Faithfulness arr. Dan Forrest

* Doxology Hymn 606 OLb HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God,
all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
* Prayer of Dedication
* Hymn 766 "The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound" McKEee
* Charge and Benediction

* Benediction Response, Hymn 748 "Go with Us, Lord" TaLLs' CANON

Please join the choir in singing - first in unison, then in canon as invited.

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way
through this and every coming day,
that in your Spirit strong and true
our lives may be our gift to you.

* Postlude Trumpet Tune in A Minor Lasky

*All who are able may stand

Leading Worship this Morning

Ben Dorr, preaching

Nick Carson, liturgist

David Golladay, scripture reader

Summer Choir

Jeff Reynolds, head usher

Tony Threatt, Josie Williams, Creighton Likes,
Stephen Ridgeway, Pam Evans, greeters
Everett Matthews, acolyte

WORSHIP NOTES

WELCOME TO WPC!

Please fill out a name tag and find
more information about WPC at the
Welcome Table in the Atrium. First
time visitors are also invited to take
home a WPC mug.

NURSERY

Childcare is available for infants
through 4K. Our nurturing staff of
experienced caregivers and parent
volunteers offers a welcoming
environment for children. The
Nursery is located on the mezzanine
level. The entrance is at Westminster
Drive, at the columbarium or near
the Westminster Weekday School
offices. The Family Lounge, located
down the stairs from the front office
and straight down the hallway on
the right, is available for any child
caregiver and includes worship
livestream, comfortable seating, and
a changing table.

WORSHIP BAGS

Each Sunday we offer worship
bags in the Atrium for children. The
worship bags are designed to include
reusable items that engage children
in open ended play during worship.
While children attend worship with
their families, they can participate in
worship and play to make meaning
in faith. Please returmn the zipper bag
and its contents each Sunday.

CONNECT WITH WESTMINSTER

Looking for ways to be involved?
Please complete a Connection Card
from the Ritual of Friendship pad and
placeitin the offering plate to express
interest or sign up for an opportunity.

CHORAL AND VOCAL TEXTS
Choral and vocal texts for worship
services may be found via the
Harbinger Hub QR code.

GIVING TO WPC

Did you know that you can fulfill your
pledge or give an unpledged gift to
Westminster online? Your gift helps
our church keep faith with community
partners and maintain excellence
in our programming. To learm more
about online giving, or to make a gift,
follow the prompts by using the new
Harbinger Hub QR code.

With Thanksgiving We Celebrate

BIRTHS

The birth of a daughter, Sloane Renee
Arbra, to Chase & Megan Arbra, on
July 23, 2026.

The birth of a son, Walker McCallum
Propp, to McCallum & Heather Propp,
on August 22, 2026.

FALL SERMON SERIES
CHRISTIAN QUESTIONS WITH
MORE THAN ONE ANSWER

In our Presbyterian Book of Order,
one of the historical theological
tenets that grounds us is the concept
of “Mutual Forbearance,” which
means “there are truths and forms
with respect to which [people] of
good characters and principles
may differ” (Book of Order, F-3.0105)
Our fall sermon series will explore
guestions with more than one
faithful answer, guestions you may
have asked yourself from time to
time, such as “Can War and Christian
Faith be Reconciled?”, or “What Is
the Relationship Between Science,
Miracles, and Faith?”. Our guestion
this Sunday is “What About People in
Poverty?”

ALL CHURCH PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Mark your calendars for our All
Church Pancake Breakfast, provided
by the Men of Westminster. Join us
for a morning of delicious pancakes
and fellowship on September 13 at
10a, as we kick off our fall worship
schedule! Worship at 9a and 11:15a
with pancakes in between. Sign up
on the Harbinger Hub.

BAPTISM CLASS

If you would like to have your child
baptized at Westminster, our next
Baptism classis scheduled for Sunday,
September 13 at 12:30p. Please notify
the church office if you would like to
attend, and we will be glad to send
you the information for this class.

PrRoJECT HOST
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

WPC volunteers every other Tuesday
at Project Host to provide a meal,
feed our neighbors, and address
food insecurity. There are plenty of
volunteer slots available throughout
the fall. If you are interested in
volunteering, sign up in the Harbinger
Hub or reach out to Nick Carson with
any guestionsl!
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WESTCONNECT GROUPS

WestConnect groups are starting up
again this fall. Groups will be studying
The Heart of the Psalms: God's Word
to the World by James C. Howell
WestConnect groups meet for six
weeks at atime in the Fall and Spring,
and use videos and discussion
guides that correspond with each
season's book. If you are interested
in facilitating a WestConnect group,
contact Nick Carson.

CHORISTER CHOIR REGISTRATION

Registration is now open for children
in grades 1-5 for our weekly Chorister
Choir. Rehearsals commence on
Wednesday, September 2, from
4:30-5:15p. Lynne Robinson will lead
the Juniors (grades 1-2), and Hunter
Smith will again conduct the Seniors
(grades 3-5). Visit the Harbinger Hub
to enroll your child!

YouTH CHOIR REGISTRATION

Registration is now open for youth
choir participants in grades 6-12.
There will be a “Welcome (Back)
to Youth Choir” event this Sunday,
August 30, from 5-545p in the
Choir Room. Weekly rehearsals will
be held from 5:15-6p in the Choir
Room, commencing on Sunday,
September 13. Enroll by visiting the
Harbinger Hub.

WESTMINSTER Book CLUB

The Westminster Book Club willmeet
Tuesday, September 1, at 6:30p in the
church library. The book discussion
will be The Magnificent Lives of
Marjorie Post by Allison Pataki. All are
welcome to attend!

HARBINGER HUB:
ALL THE LINKS FROM TODAY’S
HARBINGER IN ONE PLACE.

Scan the QR code to explore
and engage with this week’s
bulletin. You'll find links to events,
registrations, ministries, and
opportunities to grow and connect
within Westminster.

YOUTH GROUP REGISTRATION

Please register any 6th-12th grade
youth who would like to be involved
in WPCYG this year through the
Harbinger Hub. This provides us
with all the information we need to
communicate with families, ensure
safety, and prepare for your youth on
Sunday nights! Registration is open to
members and friends of WPC.

MOURNING PAGES

Henry Nouwen wrote, “Writing is a
process in which we discover what
lives in us” Join with others in our
community as we use writing as a tool
to process the losses of our lives. Over
the course of four consecutive weeks,
we will use poetry, art, scripture,
and other prompts to call forth
thoughts and feelings. You do not
have to be an accomplished writer
to participate! Facilitated by Parish
Associate Terri Price, the workshop
will be a safe space for you to explore
your experience of grief as you write
and share. Bring your favorite pen
and notebook or journal and join us
each Thursday in September (Sept.
3-24) at 11:30 in Room 213. Class size is
limited to 15 participants, so contact
the church office at 864-232-2424 to
reserve your spot.

WOMEN OF WESTMINSTER

Please join the Women of Westminster
for our annual fall kick-off at the
home of Anna Hanor (4 Parkins Lake
Rd) on Thursday, September 17, at 6p.
Make plans to join us for an evening
of fellowship and fun.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 30 - September 6,2026

Sunday, August 30
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00a  Summer Choir Rehearsal
Education Committee Meeting
9:40 Weekly Session Meeting
10:00 Worship Service
11:00 Donut Reception
Sunday School Teacher Training
11:15 Hospitality & Congregational Care
Committee
5:00p  Welcome back to Youth Choir
6:00 WPCYG Class Dinners

Monday, August 31
10:00a  Weekly Staff Meeting
4:30  Game Group
6:00  Capital Campaign Committee
Meeting

8:00  Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday, September1
12:00p  Al-Anon
Administrative Committee Meeting
6:30 Book Club Meeting

Wednesday, September 2
2:30p It's Elementary
4:30  Jr & Sr Choristers
7:00  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, September 3
10:00a  Thursday Bible Study
11:30 Grief Writing Workshop

8:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Sunday, September 6
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:40 Weekly Session Meeting
10:00 Worship Service
11:00 Donut Reception
Blood Pressure Screenings
NO WPCYG or CHOIRS
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From the Pews, Blake Hoffman

At this, the 79" year of Westminster Presbyterian Church, the leadership and
congregation find themselves in a season of discernment. We are at a decision-
making moment to identify and address the needs of our church as well as the
needs of our community. We are at a crossroads to better position our facilities
and programs and connect with our community for decades to come. It is an
honor to serve on Session during this time.

Entitled ‘Blessings and Woes,’ today’s text is a reminder to faithfully recognize
where Christ is leading us. Jesus’ teaching to his disciples in this passage is not
a static analysis of the here and now. Within the ground of the statements exist
a momentum and a thrust of a forward nature:

“...for you will laugh”
“...for you will be fulfilled”
“...for yours is the kingdom of God”

As we consider the church that we want Westminster to be, let us consider
more than where we are right now. Let us be reminded of where we have come
from as a church and as individuals, for we all share this road forward.

Sharon Brous, a prominent American rabbi, considers the power of
connectivity through her book, The Amen Effect. In a powerful chapter analyzing
the pain of isolation, Sharon writes this about connectivity:

“It recognizes the collective power of people of good will
working to help heal the broader society and prioritizes creating
pathways for the holy work to be done. It invests in the creation
of sacred space that fosters not inclusion, but belonging, intimacy
and authenticity, love and accountability.”

From my own experiences within this congregation, Sharon’s words describe
the sense of place that is Westminster Presbyterian Church today. On our
path forward, let us be creative and purposeful in who we want to be. Let us
be generous in providing belonging. Let us be resourceful in sharing love and

accountability. Let us have authentically open hearts and minds, together.
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and assists in worship leadership
each week at the 11:15a service. If you
are interested in participating, please
contact Marlon Hurst, Director of
Music.

BASKETBALL REGISTRATION

Open minds open hearts.

Our Pillars:

Children and youth ages 5K-Grade Hospitality
12 are invited to register for the

church basketball season through Generosity
Sunday, October 11. Registration may

be accessed through the Harbinger Justice
Hub. WPC members interested in

being a coach or an assistant coach Imagination
may contact Bryant Puntch (864-

915-5686). Joy

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GIVING CARDS
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may be offered to Westminster
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Our Goals:
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ways. If you give electronically or Connect
by other means, please feel free
to place an Acknowledgement of Serve
Giving card—found in the Ritual of
Friendship—in the offering plate as a Grow
sign of your worship and offering to
God.

STORIES AND STORYTELLERS
IT's ELEMENTARY

"Let me tell you a story".these words can grab our interest and pull us close
to listen. Do you remember your favorite story? Or the funniest story you ever
heard? What about the most powerful story of a moment in your life?

Stories are the foundation of our faith. The Bible is a collection of the
incredible stories of God's loving initiative to God's people. Jesus taught in
stories and used images that were in the everyday lives of the people. Jesus
knew the power of stories! He knew that people hold on to stories and carry
them in their hearts. When we share with one another about what God is up to
in our lives, we call it our faith story. People create meaning through stories, we
learn from stories. And the storytellers who weave them are just as important
and powerfull

This year in It's Elementary we'll explore the stories and storytellers of the
Bible and our lives. We'll tell stories and create stories of meaning and memory
in our fellowship together. We'll learn about the books of the Bible, how the Bible
came to be, and some of treasured stories in it. Children will build their faith
through games, stories, crafts, time with friends, and meaningful relationships
with God and one another.

Registration is open now for everyone on the Harbinger Hub.
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

41 O Worshlp the King, All Glorlous Above!
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2 0 tell of God’s might; O sing of God’s grace,
3 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
4 Your boun - ti - ful care  what tongue can re - cite?
5 Frail chil - dren  of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
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O grate - ful - ly sing God’s power and God's love:
whose robe is  the lightt whose can - o - py  space
Al - might -y, your power has found - ed of old;
It breathes in  the air; it shines in the light;
in you do we  trust nor find you to fail;
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our shield and de - fend - e the An - cient of Days,
whose char - iots  of wrath the deep thun - der-clouds form;
es - tab - lished it fast by a change-less de - cree,
it streams from the hills; it de-scends to the plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
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pa - vil-ioned in splen-dor and gird - ed with praise.
and bright is God’'s path on the wings of the storm.
and round it has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet-ly dis - tills in the dew and the rain.
our Mak - e, De - fend - e, Re - deem-er, and Friend.
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Addressing the first two stanzas to the singers of the hymn and the last three to God, this free paraphrase of
Psalm 104 recasts the psalmist’s imagery with baroque verve. Though it was first published in England, the
tune has been more popular in North America than there.

TEXT: Robert Grant, 1833, alt.
MUSIC: Joseph Martin Kraus, 1784, alt.

LYONS
10.10.11.11



JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
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Cannot Be Bound
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step in - to the street. True ser - vice will seek
jus - tice s de - nied. True  mer - cy hears the
meet our neigh-bor’s need, then we ex - tend the
walls of  wood or stone. Where char -i - ty and
. | P 1 | L ! | ?i P
Z e g —t——
| i i .
H . \
o [ T y \ I A | —
Y 4N I | | N I 1 ] 1 |
e A e~
=
cr” r° | .
love are found, there can the church be known.
out the poor and ask to wash their feet.
home - less  cry and wel - comes them in - side.
Spir - it’s care  through ev - ery self - less deed.
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This text was the winning entry in a hymnwriting competition seeking new texts dealing with poverty and
homelessness, but as the stanza sung at the beginning and end of the hymn makes clear, such specific
ministries grow out of an understanding of the church as love in action.

TEXT: Adam M. L. Tice, 2005 MC KEE
MUSIC: African American spiritual; Jubilee Songs, 1884; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1940 CM
Text © 2005 GIA Publications, Inc.
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