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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Preparation for Worship

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there
is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. O
Divine Master, grant that I may not seek so much to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that
we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are
born to eternal life. Amen.

St. Francis of Assisi

Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word
Welcome and Announcements

Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Minute for Stewardship Jason Farmer

Prelude Sicilienne Fauré

* Call to Worship Isaiah 55
Leader:  Seek the Lord while he may be found,

call upon him while he is near.
People: For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

nor are your way my ways, says the Lord.
Leader:  For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace.
People: The mountains shall burst into song,

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
All: Let us worship God!

* Hymn 35 "Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty" Lose DEN HERREN

* Prayer of Confession

Good and gracious God,
we confess that our memory has been faulty,
our commitments have been half-hearted,
and our faith has been swallowed by our fear.
We fail to remember that all people are created in your image.
When the future is uncertain,
we fall back on false gods of security and efficiency.
When the wind is against us, we get scared and lose our nerve.
Forgive us, Holy One.
Transform our timid hearts by the power of your Spirit.
Where we are blind to your grace, let us see.
Where we are deaf to your voice, help us listen.
Where we have distanced ourselves from our neighbor,
bring us close, so that our love would look like your love.
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

* Gloria Patri, Hymn 581 GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

The Sacrament of Baptism 11:15a Mabel Rowe Ashmore

* Postlude

Congregational Response Baptized in Water BUNESSAN
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11:15a Children in K5 - first grade are invited to leave for Children’s Church.

Hearing God’s Word

Prayer for lllumination
First Scripture Lesson, Genesis 1:26-31 p.1
Second Scripture Lesson, Matthew 14:22-33 P.796
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon "How Should God's Church Respond to A.l.?"

Responding to God’s Word

* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the rifht hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering
Offertory The Imprint of God's Face arr. Tucker

Doxology Hymn 606 OLb HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God,
all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication

* Hymn 24 "God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens" HoLy MANNA
* Charge and Benediction
* Benediction Response, Hymn 702 BUNESSAN

"Christ Be Beside Me"
Please join in singing:

Christ be beside me; Christ be before me;
Christ be behind me, King of my heart.
Christ be within me; Christ be below me;
Christ be above me, never to part.

A Joyous Acclamation Smith
*All who are able may stand

Leading Worship this Morning
Ben Dorr, preaching

Leigh Stuckey, liturgist

Mary Ashmore, sponsor

David Golladay (9a), Gaye Sprague (11:15a), scripture readers

Hunter Smith, flute
Rosemary Hughes, percussion

Rosemary Hughes, Kathi Hurst, Marlon Hurst, Tim Judd (9a), quartet

Sanctuary Choir (11:15a)

Aaron Cizon (9a), Brad Hawkins (11:15a), head ushers
Claire Gilliland, Jennifer McDavid, Mandy Pruitt,

Mason Donlan, Josh Riley (9a), greeters

Creighton Likes, Blake Hoffman, Jennifer Shurley,
Carrie Marguet, Will EQwards, (11:15a), greeters

Emory Mowlajko (11:15a), acolyte

WORSHIP NOTES

WELCOME TO WPC!

Please fill out a name tag and find
more information about WPC at the
Welcome Table in the Atrium. First
time visitors are also invited to take
home a WPC mug.

NURSERY

Childcare is available for infants
through 4K. Our nurturing staff of
experienced caregivers and parent
volunteers offers a welcoming
environment for children. The
Nursery is located on the mezzanine
level. The entrance is at Westminster
Drive, at the columbarium or near
the Westminster Weekday School
offices. The Family Lounge, located
down the stairs from the front office
and straight down the hallway on
the right, is available for any child
caregiver and includes worship
livestream, comfortable seating, and
a changing table.

WORSHIP BAGS

Each Sunday we offer worship
bags in the Atrium for children. The
worship bags are designed to include
reusable items that engage children
in open ended play during worship.
While children attend worship with
their families, they can participate in
worship and play to make meaning
in faith. Please returmn the zipper bag
and its contents each Sunday.

CHORAL AND VOCAL TEXTS
Choral and vocal texts for worship
services may be found via the
Harbinger Hub QR code.

Join Us in Welcoming

BAprTISM

This morning we welcome into our
fellowship Mabel Rowe Ashmore,
daughter of John Ashmore & Lindsey
Rowe Ashmore.

FALL SERMON SERIES
CHRISTIAN QUESTIONS WITH
MORE THAN ONE ANSWER

In our Presbyterian Book of Order,
one of the historical theological
tenets that grounds us is the concept
of “Mutual Forbearance,” which
means “there are truths and forms
with respect to which [people] of
good characters and principles
may differ” (Book of Order, F-3.0105)
Qur fall sermon series will explore
questions with more than one faithful
answer, guestions you may have
asked yourself from time to time. Our
guestion this Sunday is "How Should
God's Church Respond to ALL?"

GIVING TO WPC

Did you know that you can fulfill
your pledge or give an unpledged
gift to Westminster online? Your gift
helps our church keep faith with
community partners and maintain
excellence in our programming. To
learn more about online giving, or to
make a gift, follow the prompts by
using the Harbinger Hub QR code.

CONNECT WITH WESTMINSTER

Looking for ways to be involved?
Please complete a Connection Card
from the Ritual of Friendship pad
and place it in the offering plate to
express interest or sign up for an
opportunity.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The Session has called a congregational meeting for this Sunday, October 11,
immediately following the 11:15a worship service. The purpose of the meeting is
to elect the 2026 Nominating Committee. The slate proposed by the Session
is the following: Stephen Ridgeway (chair), Mary Knight Felt, Nancy Giguere,
George Howell, Christa Likes, Sarah Lucas, Butler Mullins, Stan Pendergrass, and
Jennifer Shurley.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GIVING CARDS

We acknowledge that faithful giving
may be offered to Westminster
Presbyterian Church in a variety of
ways. If you give electronically or
by other means, please feel free
to place an Acknowledgement of
Giving card—found in the Ritual of
Friendship—in the offering plate as a
Sigr(wjl of your worship and offering to
God.

BASKETBALL REGISTRATION

Children and youth ages 5K-Grade
12 are invited to register for the
church basketball season through
Sunday, October 11. Registration may
be accessed through the Harbinger
Hub. WPC members interested in
being a coach or an assistant coach
may contact Bryant Puntch (864-
915-5686).

WOMEN OF WESTMINSTER SOCIAL

Join the Women of Westminster
for our October Social on Tuesday,
October 13, 6p at Tacozzini (1818
Augusta St).

CIRCLE MEETINGS

Tuesday, October 13
Circle 3, (2p) at the home of
Nancy White. Circle Chair: Dee
Malone (dee05m@gmail.com).

« Circle 7, (6p) at the home of
Terri LeGrand. Circle Chair: Josie
Williams (jgwms318@gmail.com).

« Circle 2. (7p) Contact Carrie
Marguet (carriemarguet@
gmail.com) or Misty Hardaway
(mistyhardaway@gmail.com)
for location. Circle 2 will be
studying the book Tending the
Wild Garden by Eugenia Anne
Gamble.

Wednesday, October 14
Circle 6, (9a) at the home of
Liz Einstein. Circle Co-Chairs:
Liz Einstein (liz.ard.einstein@
gmail.com) and Sherry Tate
(sherrytate63@gmail.com).

HARBINGER HUB:
ALL THE LINKS FROM TODAY’S
HARBINGER IN ONE PLACE.

Scan the QR code to explore
and engage with this week’s
bulletin. You'll find links to events,
registrations, ministries, and
opportunities to grow and connect
within Westminster.

HikiNG GROUP

The Hiking Group will hike at Devil's
Courthouse via the Mountain to Sea
Trail on Thursday, October 15. Hike
Leader: Ralph Bouton (ralphbouton@
yahoo.com).

WPC YOUNG ADULTS

WPC Young Adults is sponsoring a
playdate on Friday, October 16, at 4p
at Brooks Playground. Come gather
with other WPC families and enjoy
fellowship togetherl Contact Molly
Rubin (mollyjrubini9@gmail.com)
with any questions!

CHANCEL CHOIR

The Chancel Choir will sing in the
9a service on Sunday, November
1 = All Saints' Day. Rehearsals will be
held on Tuesdays, October 20 and
27 from 7-7:45p in the Choir Room.
The Chancel Choir leads in worship
3-4 times per semester, providing
an opportunity for those who would
like a more relaxed choir experience
without the commitment of weekly
rehearsals and is open to all who
are interested. For more information,
contact Marlon Hurst, Director of
Music.

LUNCHEON GROUP

The Luncheon Group will meet
Wednesday, October 21, at 12:30p in
Room 212. Leader: Mary Ann Cox
(Imaryanncox@gmail.com).

LIGHTLY SEASONED

Lightly Seasoned is a Westminster
fellowship group for those in (or
near) their fifties and sixties. We will
next meet on Friday, October 23,
at 7p at the home of Joel & Gaye
Sprague. The address is available
through MyWPC or by contacting
the church office. Watch your email
for more information or check the
church's website ("Connect’, "Events
Registration" tabs) or contact Susan
Grier  (susan@grierfamily.org) for
details. We hope to see you therel

GUATEMALA
WITNESS AND SERVICE TRIP

In October 2027, we will partner with
Porch de Solomon, a Guatemalan
mission  organization that hosts
construction and medical mission
trips in the basin region of Lake Atitlan
in Guatemala. We will be hosting both
a construction and medical mission
team. An interest meeting to leam
more about the trip will be held in the
Charter Room on November 22 at
12:15p following worship. Reach out to
Nick Carson with any guestions!
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Church Staff

Ben Dor
Pastor & Head ofStaff
ben@wpcgreenville.org

Leigh Stuckey
Executive Associate Pastor

leigh@wpcgreenville.org

Mary Kathleen Duncan
Associate Pastor

mkd@wpcgreenville.org

Lauren Slingerland
Associate Pastor

lauren@wpcgreenville.org

Nick Carson
Associate Pastor

nick@wpcgreenville.org

Terri Price
Parish Associate

terri@wpcgreenville.org

Ludwig Weaver
Pastor Emeritus

Marlon Hurst
Director of Music

marlon@wpcgreenville.org

Todd Monsell
QOrganist
todd@wpcgreenville.org

Cara Puntch
Weekday School Director

cara@wpcgreenville.org

Laura Williams Sanders
Business Administrator

laura@wpcgreenville.org

Lynn Bennett
Financial Manager
Ibennett reenville.or:

Michelle Little
Office Manager

michelle@wpcgreenville.org

Wendy Bagley
Secretary
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Cole Wyatt
Director of Facilities

cole@wpcgreenville.org

Steve Phillips
Building Supervisor

steve@wpcgreenville.org

Aly Friend
Director of Nurseries
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 11-18, 2026

Sunday, October 11
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00a  Worship Service
Witness & Service Committee
Meeting
10:00 Sunday School
10:55 Weekly Session Meeting
11:15 Worship Service
12:15p  Congregational Meeting
12:45 Connections Group
4:00 First Steps in Music
4:30 First Steps in Music
5:15 Youth Choir Rehearsal
6:00 Youth Dinner
6:30 Middlers Youth Group
Senior High Youth Group

Monday, October 12
10:00a  Staff Meeting
4:30p  Game Group
8:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday, October 13
12:00p  Al-Anon
Gifts & Gratitude Committee
Meeting
2:00 Circle 3
6:00 Men of Westminster Executive
Board Meeting
Circle 7
Women of Westminster Social
7:00 Circle 2

Wednesday, October 14
9:00a  Circle 6
9:30 Weekday Chapel
2:30p  It's Elementary
3:30 Cherub Choir
4:30 Jr & Sr Choristers
6:00 Basketball Coach Meeting
7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, October 15
9:00a  Hiking Group
10:00 Thursday Bible Study
8:00p  Narcotics Anonymous

Sunday, October 18
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
9:00a  Worship Service
10:00 Sunday School
10:55 Weekly Session Meeting
11:15 Worship Service
12:30p  Stated Session Meeting
4:00 First Steps in Music
4:30 First Steps in Music
WPCYG Parent Panel
5:15 Youth Choir Rehearsal
6:00 Youth Dinner

6:30 WPCYG Family Night

Our Vision:
Open minds open hearts.

Our Pillars:
Hospitality
Generosity

Justice

Imagination

Joy

Our Goals:
Connect
Serve

Grow

the
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From the Pews, Emily Lordo

During one of Ben’s sermons recently, entitled “Do you Have to Belong to a
Church in Order to Be a Christian?,” I was overjoyed at his mentioning of the 20-
30 expected new members at the next New Member Sunday. I couldn’t help but
to think back to the one a few years ago that positively altered the trajectory of
my own family’s life and think about all that’s in store for our newest members.
When my husband Ross and I joined Westminster, we’d been married for a few
years. We’d halfway-regularly attended the church in which we were married
but often left feeling unfulfilled and wanting something more. Opportunities
for connection felt slim, and we were eagerly anticipating the arrival of our first
child. We’d been discussing the need to find a church that felt like home, one we
could immerse ourselves in, learn from, volunteer through, and watch our family
grow alongside.

We both felt like we were onto something before even setting foot in the
sanctuary, and it was made certain as soon as we did. I'd watched “open minds
open hearts” in action already. Mary Kathleen Duncan joyfully supporting youth
at church basketball games and Amanda Sanders traveling across nations’
borders to volunteer clinically with communities in need on Witness & Service
trips both stand out in my memory.

Now, I have the privilege of watching the Living Waters of our church home
love and nourish my two sons every day at the Weekday School. Ross and I have
individually found connection and faith communities through WestConnect
groups and WPC-Young Adults. We have celebrated and shared pancakes,
barbecue, and doughnuts with strangers who quickly became friends.

I get to admire the flowering cross on Easter Sunday and light a candle on
Christmas Eve after searching for a seat amongst a larger crowd each year. I watch
baptisms and other faith milestones with tears in my eyes while considering the
lifelong relationships, habits, and values the children are forming within these
walls thanks to their pastors.

Westminster continues to grow despite opposite nationwide trends. I firmly
believe it is because of the variety of Living Waters that flow through our
congregation, and the nourishment those waters provide to so many generations.

I am blessed to belong to Westminster Presbyterian Church. I look forward
to being witness to these Living Waters for many years to come. This is why my
family is increasing our pledge to Westminster this year. I pray you will carefully
consider doing so as well.
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Join us for a new term of Adult Education!

For Such a Time as What? Exploring Esther
October 11 - November 15

Room 209 and Streaming

Facilitated by Leigh Stuckey

Esther is a strange book. God is never named in it, yet it has been read for
centuries as a story of deliverance: an orphaned Jewish girl becomes queen
of Persia, a royal decree threatens her people with destruction, and everything
turns on whether she will speak. Over six Sundays, we will read Esther chapter
by chapter, setting its palace intrigue against the world of the Persian Empire
that produced it and listening for the questions it still asks of us. What does
faithfulness look like when God seems silent? What does courage cost when
power is unpredictable? And when Mordecai tells Esther she may have come
to her position "for just such a time as this," what time does he mean — and
what time might we be living in? Each week will include a lecture and time for
guestions. All are welcome, whether you know the story well or are opening it
for the first time.

Discussion Class

September 20 - December 13

Room 212

[October 11 facilitated by Kathleen Reynolds]

Join us each week for a discussion-based Sunday School class to dive into a
weekly topic and scripture passage. All are welcome to join us on a journey
of faith and fellowship - come every week or come when you can. Topics
change every week, and the class is facilitated by rotating members.

Children on Sunday Mormings

Nursery is available for infant through 4K on the Mezzanine level.
During Nursery, children in 4K explore the Bible story through play.

Children Sunday School Class Locations

Shine Curriculum - 5K/1st (Room 109)
2nd/3rd (Movie Room)
4th/5th (Room 112A)

Youth on Sunday Mornings

Youth in grades 6th-12th are invited to meet in the Youth Suite for Sunday School
from 10-11a. Facilitated by Claire & Mac Gilliland, this class will study the Feasting
on the Word curriculum. When numbers dictate, this class will split into separate
Middler and Senior High Discussion Groups. We hope you'll join us this year!

TRICK OR TREAT AT TERRA BELLA

Our annual Witness & Service trick-or-treat event at Terra Bella will be
Wednesday, October 28. Our children will bring joy to residents at Terra Bella
Retirement Home as they go trick-or-treating in their Halloween costumes.
Arrive at the church at 5:30p to walk over together to trick-or-treat with
residents. We'll return to the Fellowship Hall for dinner afterwards. There is no
cost, but we ask that you sign up so we will know how much food to prepare.

Join us for a new term of Adult Education!
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